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Roots

llamook County’s dairy farming

tradition runs many generations

deep. This is one of a series of
articles about our multi-generation dairy
families.
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sits today.

“Farming was really seasonal
then," he said. “In the winter,
you'd have maybe four or five
cans, but summertime saw 10 to
12, We never cooled the milk
lower than 60 degrees. Nowa-
days, the law requires farmers to
cool the milk to below 40
degrees one hour after'the milk-
ing is over.”

In 1942, the Jenck family
moved for the last tme to their
current farm site on Gienger
Road. They rented the farm
from an uncle first, then bought
itin 1952. The farm consisted of
40 acres and 45 cows and had
two portable milking machines.

After 18 months in the Army
from 1946 to 1948, Jenck pur-
sued one year of college at the
University of Portland before
coming home to the farm,

“I told my dad that, if I was
coming home to farm, the hors-
es had to go! I was not going to
haul cow manure in a wagon
behind horses anymore. Dad
bought his first tractor shortly
after.”

Jenck was 34 years old in
1963 when he married his wife,
Sharon. They met at Sacred
Heart Catholic Church while
attending mass. She was from
near Molalla and her father was
also from a farm family. Their
first two dates, she said, were a
disaster.

“He brought me flowers and
I had an asthma attack. Then 1
chipped a tooth on some candy
he brought me. On the third
date, my mother said, ‘he’s
going to ask you to marry him,’
and I said, ‘I hope not. He's a
creep!™

Ken Jenck’s father died in
1960, so Ken and Sharon Jenck,
together with his mother,
farmed together until Ken and
Sharon became sole owners in
1975. Brother Hooker Jenck had
left the home farm and estab-
lished his own dairy in 1948
near today's KTIL-FM facilities

Jjust west of Tillamook.

“Hooker always had a truck
and was hauling something for
somebody,” said Jenck. “I had
one, too, until 1970, when I
decided it was time to stay home
and get serious about farming.
As it was, my mother milked
cows with me until she was well
into her 90s.”

Today, Hooker Jenck’s sons,
Joe and Donnie, still milk cows
at Jenck Farms and run a dairy
trucking company, as well.

“Me and Hooker always
worked together, but we ran
separate farms and kept separate
books. It worked out well that
way. Our sons are really close,
t00.”

Sharon Jenck's role at the
farm was to care for their five
children, Therese, Marcine,
Michael, Timothy and Jim.

“It was always difficult and
challenging raising kids and
farming. We had three sit-down
meals a day, and everything
back then was physically hard-
er,” she recalled.

During the years the Jencks
were involved on the dairy, they
built a 60-cow stanchion bam
and a four-cow, L-shaped her-
ringbone milking parlor. It was
the first milking parlor Ken
Jenck had ever milked in.

“I built it in the L shape so
my kids could play in the parlor
while | was milking and we

wouldn’t feel cramped in there,
he said.

Later, the parlor was expand-
ed to milk eight cows.

Jenck recalls the
strike of 1959 vividly.

“Oregon was working on a
quota system back then. Each
farmer was only allowed to pro-
duce a certain amount of milk
per year. | wanted to keep the
quota system because I felt it
limited herd size and ensured
that small farms could keep in
production. TCCA didn’t want
that, and so we started shipping
our milk to McMinnville.”

Jenck stayed with the
McMinnville plant for 10 or 12
years, he said.

“By then, Oregon didn’t have
quota anymore and our milk
was being bought from McMin-
nville by TCCA and shipped
right down the road to them, but
we were still paying hauling
fees to haul it to McMinnville
and getting their milk price!”

Today, Jenck said, he misses

TCCA
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Jenck with baby Emma, Sharon and Ken Jenck. Front:
Rachel and Katey Jenck

his definition of family farming.
“Grange, church functions and
community gatherings are gone
— a thing of the past. Family
farming today requires extra
employees to work the farm. We
did it all as a family ... worked
together, ate together. 1 don’t
like how little farmers of today
actually physically work. Bul,
it's a lifestyle change for this
entire generation, not just the
farmers.”

Jenck's son, Tim, who along
with his wife, Melanie, pur-
chased the farm in 1997 after
renting it for five years, agrees
with his father that life on
today’s family farm is different
from the days of his childhood.

“Back then, milking the cows
was the hardest task of the day.
Now, it's the easiest. There's
the salesmen, technology,
harsher government regulations
... the list is endless.”

Today Tim Jenck milks 150
Holstein cows and owns two
farms on 115 acres. He said he

worries that many people are
choosing the area for second
homes and wonders whether
Tillamook County can sustain
many more large dairies while
maintaining good relationships
with their non-farming neigh-
pors. Jenck Dairy, he noted, is
surrounded by houses that
weren't there a generation ago.

“We (dairy farmers) really
need to be friendly with our
neighbors and keep their best
interests in mind.”

Even so, said Ken Jenck,
“this is still a great place to milk
cows.”
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